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PSALM XVI. 11. 


IN THY PRESENCE Is FULNESS or JOY, 


W urn the great Sovereign of life and death 
calls any of our dear Chriſtian friends from us to 
the other world, what can we do better, in order 
to calm the tumult of our ſpirits, ſupport them 
with a dignity becoming our holy profeſſion, and 
make the moſt rational and pious improvement 
of ſuch awful -providences, than endeavour to 
follow them to thoſe regions of bliſs, where they 
are enjoying the divine preſence, in all its moſt 
delightful fulneſs ; and tread with more diligence 
the path of life they trod ?—They are not ſuf- 
fered to return to us, and converſe with. us as 
before; but we may go to them in the medi- 
tations of our hearts, by the aids of divine 
faith in that bleſſed Goſpel which bring life 
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and immortality to light, and hold ſweet com- 
munion with them in that world where they 
.dwell *. | 


To ſuch a 8 our Text naturally leads 


us, and to this we are called by the late melan- 


1 Ot 12 


choly tidings of 1 death of go eminent Tervant 


of J=sUs Cur1sT, knoyn to moſt of you, and 


long my very dear and highly eſteemed friend, 
DR. SAMUEL STENNETT, many years. paſtor of 
the Church of CurisT, meeting in 3 . 


— es „ Ayes Ar os oa le vet Catia f ny 
ſtreet, London. A loſs we cannot but de; plore. 
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as thouſands muſt and will. But let us not or- 
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fide of this aflliging ng providence, as to forget, that 
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how great ſo ever our loſs, his gain is in nitely 
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greater. Thou gh his mortal part now ſlumbers 
Late AC LANG, 5 1 te at ini ' nc 79 his 
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ih the dead, his mortal ſpirit 1 18 | or to 
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Gop, and our Gov, his SAVIOU a, and « our SAvr- 
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our! In whoſe preſe ence there © 75 fluch of ; Joy. | 
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This i 1s equally tr tr ue whether we un ertka nd the 
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word: as s ſpoken by David prophetically i in the 


. the vital exiſtence of the ul in a Com "Dp upon the death 
of the body, be denied by many, particularly our materialiſts ; yet after 
the moſt unprejudiced conſideration pf what they ſay,,l am fully convinced 
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of its truth. What the Apoſtle ſays 2 Cox. V. is enough, to lay nothin 
of many other paſſages in the Ne Teſtamenti- The reader may ſee Y 


reaſons for it at FI in my Eſſavs, Vol. II. Eſſay V. p. 87, &c. 


perſon 


TH 

perſon of Cuxlsr, or as matter of his own happy 
experience ; or both. And _ naturally lead 

us to conſider, : Os 
I. What we are to underſtand 2. ms PRE- 

src of Gop here,; e 

II. How it appears that the happineſs ariſing 
from this SRE SENC E, is the FULNEsS OF foy. 
1. What we are to underſtand here, be the 
PRESENCE of Gov. : EET 
Gov is preſent every where by his infinite 
knowledge, and almighty energy. He fills uni- 
verſal nature; Heaven is his throne, the earth 
his footſtool; death and hell are open to his eye, 
and feel the terrors of his avenging hand. But 
the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks here of the more ſpecial gra- 
cious preſence of Gop; or thoſe peculiar mani- 
feſtations of himſelf, with which he delights his 
believing and obedient people; and which he 
affords them through his Son the Loxp J=suvs 
CirIsr, who is, therefore, ſtyled the image of the 


nvifible Gop. For it is only in JIxsus CHRIST: 


that we, ſinful creatures, can ſee or think of a 
holy and juſt Gov, with any comfort. Viewed 
3 : FE Vf. 
without this medium he muſt appear to us as a 
conſuming fire. The preſence therefore which the 
; | „„ 
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Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of, is that gracious diſcovery of 
op, which pours divine light upon the under. 
ſanding, ſubdues the will, ſpiritualizes the af- 
fections, and fills the whole ſoul with ſtrong, 
vital, and deeply affecting ideas of the perfection 


of Gop, his wiſdom, power, juſtice, mercy, with 
abhorrence of all ſin, the love of ChRIST, and 
_ defires after holineſs :—That preſence that puts 


an heart-penetrating efficacy into the inſtitutions 


of religion, and all the means of grace, to the 
converſion of ſinners, and building them up in 
the power and comforts of the divine life: That 
preſence which attends all the various diſpenſa- 


tions of providence, proſperous and adverſe, 


and renders them real bleſſings: In a word, that 


preſence which the great Gop has promiſed ne- 


ver to remove from them that love him, and 


keep his commandments; the manifeſtations and 


enjoyment of which, are begun here in this world, 


and conſummated in glory in the next. For 


though the Pſaimiſt might have his eye more eſ- 


pecially upon the latter, he certainly includes 
the former, and which he had ſo often ſeen and 


enjoyed in the ſanctuary. But, 
2. Lot 
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2. Let us conſider how it appears that in 


this PRESENCE there is FULNESS OF JOY. 

For this we may very ſafely take the Pſalmiſt's 
word; he ſpoke but what he knew by happy ext 
perience; and it is, indeed, but what all the true 
people of Gov, in all ages, have teſtified on the 
ſame ground; they univerſally, and with one ac- 
cord declare, that in the gracious preſence of 
their Gop, they have found the higheſt ſatisfac- 
tion and delight; and, therefore, while others 
are ſeeking after any good, that better ſuits their 
taſte, their language is, Lord liſt up the light of thy 
eountenance upon us ! And this will appear to be a 


glorious truth, whether we conſider this preſence 


as it is known in—THis WoRLD—oOr THE NEXT— 
1. In THISs WortLD. And, indeed, here the 
enjoyment of it firſt begins, and is, more or leſs, 


the happy portion of all that fear Gop, and love 


our Lord J:sus ChRIST in ſincerity. Of all ſuch, 


| he himſelf ſays, that he and his father will love Rem, 
and manifeſt themſelves to them, as the do not to the 


world, And this, the apoſtle Peter tells us, even 
in the preſent ſtate of believing, 1s joy unſpeakable 


and full of glory. And this we ſhall ſee muſt be 
the caſe, if we conſider, That to the good man, 
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8 the divine preſence gives a pecultiar and moſt 
lively reliſſ to every other enjoyment here ; ;—at leaſt 

'this i is the caſe with every innocent and lawful 

enjoyment: as to the pleaſures of fin; the graci- 

ous preſence of Gov is not in them, and they are 


* 
— 7 
8 — Dn 
00 
fi # * - 
8 1. 


it ” "the good man's utter averſion. 


The various creatures around us; the dewnties 3 


: of nature and of art, are capable of affording 4 
"us many delights, throngh the medium of our | 
fenſes, and the powers of imagination, as is well f 


known; and the good man knows it in common b 
with Others; bat he alſo reads the name of his 
gracious Cop in all; ſees his wiſdom, power, 
goodneſs, in every pleafing object; taſtes his 
"paternal love in every agreeable and refreſhing 

Viand; hears his beloved VOICE in every melodious 
found. To his reflecting mind all is full of Gop, 
the thought of which' infinitely heightens the 
1 pleaſure he feels in common with others, and 
| 1 gives to all, a ſulneſs-of joy, peculiar to himſelf, 
| and ſuch as a * 'to his ſpirit intermeddles 


not with, 
Our various ſocial connections in life, our in- 
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timate friendſhips, the endearing relations of 
huſbands and wives, parents and children, &c. 
are 
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are ſources of innumerable delights; all which,, 
when attended with the gracious preſence, and, 
bleſſing. of Gop, and the love of CHRIST, are renz. 
dered far more abundantly, exalted, pleaſing, la : 
tisfying 3 than they would otherwiſe be. 
The divine word, and other means of . grace, 1 
the exerciſes of private, and public devotion, are, 
to a good man, particularly deſirable and delight- | 
ful, in proportion as he finds the tokens of the 
divine preſence in them ;—The diſcoveries he, 
has there of the grace of our Lord Jejus Chriſt, the 
love of Gow the Father, and the communion of the 
holy ſpirit, afford him a fulneſs of joy, indeed ; 
and he exclaims,—how amiable are thy taber nacles 
O Lord of hoſt / bleſſed i is the man whom thou chuſe 1 
and cauſes to approach unto thee ! But if his Gop 
withdraw his preſence, and hide his face from 
him, not only the enjoyments of time and ſenſe 
loſe their reliſh, and become dry and infipid, 
but even the ordinances of religion are all empty, | 
unſatisfying things; yea the BiBLE itſelf, a ſealed 
book that affords him no ſenſible conſolation. 
We are all expoled to various trials and af 
flictions in this world, to ſickneſs, and pain, and 
idfs of friends; the agonizing wounds of conſci- 
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ence, dread of the divine pte fre and at laſt 

to the awful Arche of death; and have no where 
to look for any effectual ſupport and conſolation 
under the preſſure of theſe evils, but to the gra- 

cious preſence of our Gop.—But once brought 

by his holy ſpirit, to ſee his reconciled face in 

Cuxkisr Jzsvs, and have the light of it lifted up 


upon us, aſſuring us of pardon and reconcilia- 

tion with him, we are begotten again to a lively 
hope, and find, indeed, a fulneſs of joy, that car- 
ries us above all our afflictions, and enables us 
even to rejoice in them, as the fanRified means 
of leading us into the moſt endearing views of 

[| | the divine wiſdom, truth, and love. 


And when the ſerious ſolemn hour of death 


arrives; when we feel ourſelves going for ever f 
| from all the enjoyments of ſenſe and time, into a 1 
1 world unknown; when the high tribunal, where 
| « we muſt be judged for eternity, opens its awful 
glories upon us;—then we ſhall find nothing 
can effectually comfort us but the gracious pre- 
ſence of our Gov ;—but if he then appear and 
lifts up the light of his countenance upon us, 
we ſhall paſs through the dark valley and ſhadow 


1 of death, not only without the of any evil, 
'P | : 
Wil | | but 
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but rejoicing in the proſpe@ of an bende 


entrance into the fulneſs of joy, in the heavenly 


world, with the triumphant ſhout. of— 0 death 
where is thy fling? 
This is not, my friends, mere declamation, or 


O grave where is thy victory! 


the overflowings of a warm imagination, but 


what has been actually the caſe of many a Chriſ- 


tian ; and ſuch the Joy they have experienced in 
this preſent evil world. But the complete A 
of this joy is reſerved, 5 
2. To TE WortD wHICH 1s TO COME. And 
there it will be full, indeed; becauſe, 
1. There it will be abſolutely pure, and unmiæ - 


ed: —will be, as the Apoſtle expreſſeth it, AL 


Joy :—Joy without any allay of ſorrow ; with- 
out even the fear of it. This is not the caſe in 


this world, even with the moſt happy Chriſtian, 
Sorrow has innumerable inlets to the human 
heart, often mixes with the pureſt ſtreams of 
delight, treads cloſely on the heels of our pleas 
ſures; and we are made to know, by ſad expe- 
rience, that we are yet in a ſtate of trial, and 
have continual occaſion for the aids of faith, and 


patience. One moment we are. boaſting with the 
Pſalmiſt, that our mountain ande trong, and we 
Cc ol 
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| yy never be moved $-the met perhaps, exclaim 
— Thou hideſt thy face and we are troubled. . 
unmixed delight is reſerved for the good man 
in the next world, where nothing that offends 
can ever poſſibly come. There are no dark 


frowning providences, no loſs of dear and faithful 


friends, no fin, nor pain, nor death; the viver 


of. the water of life there is clear as cryſtal, without 


any mixture of ſinful pleafures, or moral depra- 
vity ; for there no unclean thing can enter, no 


not for a moment. 


2. And what further ſhews this fulneſs is, it 


anſwers to every want and deſire of our natures. It 


is not only ALL joy, without any mixture of ſor- 
row, but EVER Joy, including every thing that 
can poſſibly delight, and will leave no defire un- 
ſatisfied ; but fill, with overflowing pleaſure, all 
our moſt enlarged capacities and powers of en- 
joyment. Then it will, indeed, be found true; 

— That eye hath not ſeen, no# hear heard, nor the 
heart of man concerved, the things which God has laid 
up for them that love him. Not only the ſouls, but 
the bodies of the righteous, when raiſed again to 
life, and mortal puts on immortality, will find 
their j joys anſwerable td all their new and refined 
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felicity abſolutely complete and perfect. The 


Great Fountain of all good, will, from his inex- 


bauſtible fulneſs, pour delight into their minds 


| th rou gh every avenue of ſoul and body. 


g. The joy of the true Chriſtian in the faturs 
3 will be full, in point of duration; it will fill 
even the endleſs ages of eter nity itſelf. Were it 


| poſſible to aſſign a period when theſe ſublime all» 


fatisfying delights ſhould be no more, it would be 


| a Very afflicting conſideration, and take off ama- 
zingly from the pleaſure of enjoyment, though 


at ever ſo great imaginable diſtance. But, bleſſed 
be Gop, this is not the cafe. Here zTzRNITY, 


ABSOLUTE ETERNITY, is ſtampt upon all the 


joys of the divine preſence, otherwiſe they could 


not be xuLL. The Gop, from whoſe preſence 
the delights of the Chriſtian flow, is from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting the ſame ;—when the light 
of his countenance is lifted up upon the humble 
obedient believer in him, it will never be totally 
removed; but, though in this world ſometimes 


veiled for a moment, will ſhine in unclouded 


luſtre in the next for ever and ever. 


4. And 


powers, and Re td a render their | 
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J. And what will give a vaſt addition to all 


this joy is, it is all derived FREY and en by, | 


THE FULNEsSS or ChRI T. 1 
All the delightful knowledge we have of — 
* his paternal love, is in the face of Ixsus 


CrrisT ;—it is there we ſee him reconciled: to 


us, and feel him reconciling us to himſelf. No 


man has feen Gop, or can ſee him, with comfort, 
but as the Son reveals him. In him all the fulneſs 
of grace (as well as the Godhead) dwells, and from 


him is communicated to us by the holy Spirit. 
Io carry the great purpoſes of the divine bene- 


volence towards us into execution, the Scriptures 


tell us, this Son of Gop became alſo the Son of 


Man, took our mortal fleſh upon him, died upon 
a croſs, as an atoning ſacrifice for our ſins, is 
raiſed again from the dead, and has brought in 
an everlaſting righteouſneſs for our juſtification. 


Not a\mercy we enjoy, nat a hope we entertain 


of real happineſs, but is derived to us through 


this wonderful medium; an idea that gives a pe- 


culiar energy and delightful fulneſs to all. It is 


in a Juſt acquaintance with CnrisrT, that we begin 


to know any thing, experimentally, of the graci- 


| ous preſence of Gop; and by! living in the lively 


| exerciſes 


E 


exerciſes of faith upon him, that we continue in 


the enjoyment of it. Hence it is, that to them 


that br-lieve he is (as the Apoſtle expreſſes it) 
precious, that is, for he ſtands ſo high in their eſti- 
mation they feel their obligations to him with 


peculiar pleaſure, well knowing that they owe all 


their enjoyments of Gop, and his gracious pre- 


ſence, to the. agonizing es precious blood 
of his croſs. 
And as the Chriſtian firſt begins to taſte this 


ane of joy in this world, by his acquaintance 


with ChRISsT, ſo his more abundant enjoyment 


of it in the upper world will be owing to that 


more clear and complete knowledge which he 


will have there of this Saviou, and of Gop in 


him, that his joy will be, indeed every way, in 
every reſpect full. Once we arrive there, the Sox 
will ſhew us the Farnex, in all the now incon- 
ceivable riches of his grace; open to us the 


counſels of the divine will, and the wonders of 


his own redeeming love; throw a new light upon 


all the diſpenſations of providence, and the work 


of grace in the ſalvation of man; remove ever 


cloud of darkneſs, that now ſo often veils many 
W objects from our moſt diligent re- 
ſearches 
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. ind; i a Word, there diſplay, the 
wiſdom, power, juſtice, mercy, truth, and faith- 
fulneſs; all the perfections of the Gopurar in 
their brigheſt glories to the, aſtoniſſied mind, and 


fill it, indeed, with the rulxESS oH HIM THAT 


. ALL IN ALL! | 
Ihus it appears, the Pſalmiſt has, with the 


utmoſt truth and propriety aſſerted,” that in the 


gracious preſence of Gop there is fulnejs of joy. 
May we all know by happy A III the un- 
utterable bleſſedneſs! 


IMPROVEMENT. 


* 
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1. IN this view of things, how mean, wretch- 


ed, pitiable, the ſentiments and purſuits of the 
bulk of mankind appear! They ſay, indeed, 
who will ſhew us any good ? Though at the ſame 
time, they do not ſeriouſly think what that good 
is; however, have no idea of that good which is 
to be enjoyed in the preſence of Gov. The in- 
temperate lovers of money, the voluptuous, 
the vain, the ambitious, conſider the poſſeſſion 
of the reſpective objects of their attention, as 
their higheſt happineſs, their fulneſs of joy. Poor 


creatures What miſerable deluſion are they K. | 
der! How ſhocking is it to ſee beings made for 


RE ; ; Ws 
immortality, endued with powers little lower 


than thoſe of Angels, groveling in the duſt, with 


a crown of eternal life and glory ſet before them! 
To ſee them ſo debaſed, ſo loſt to all rational 


feelings, as to ſeek their ſupreme happineſs, in 


what all the wiſe and good have ever eſtemed, 


| and 


| L -16 J | 
N N and they res will firſt or laſt find, to be 
= vanity and vexation of ſpirit | And all this, while 
the great and bleſſed Gov, is, by his divine book 


tender and compaſſionate manner, and by his 
moſt gracious love in Jzsus Curisr, entreating 
them to hear, believe, and live! I call this 
ſhocking, becauſe it implies the groſſeſt ſtupi- 
dity, the baſeſt ingratitude, and expoſes them 


to the moſt tremendous ruin! Gop in his mercy 
grant that this may not be the caſe'of any one of 
you here! But leſt it ſhould, let me entreat you 
to conſider the matter feriouſly, to read your 


| Bibles, pray over what you read, and implore 


the divine ſpirit which is promiſed to them that 
alk it, to open your eyes, and enable you to ſee, 
and purſue with ſucceſs, the things that belong 
to your peace, For, | 

2. It appears from what has been ſaid, that 
there muſt be ſome very great change wrought i in 
us, before we can really ſo enjoy the divine pre- 
N | fence as to find our ſupreme happineſs there. 

This is a truth of the utmoſt importance, and 
juſtly demands our moſt ſerious and attentive 
regard. It lies at the foundation of all true reli- 
ED oa ed 


ſhewing them the path of life, and in * | 
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gion, all ou hope of immortal happineſs. 
A being of perfect holineſs can never be ſup. 
poſed to manifeſt himſelf, in the delightful man- 
ner meant in our Text, to any creature who lives 
wilfully and habitually in a courſe of wickednefs. 
The pure in heart, and they only, can poſlibly fee 
Goo with pleaſure. This led our bleſſed Log 
to ſay to Nicodems, that @ man muſt be born again, 
or he cannot ſee the kingdom of God. | & 
While we are under the governing power of 


| corrupted nature, we are every way as incapable” 
of the enjoyments of the divine preſence, as one, 
entirely deprived of his ſenſe of hearing, would 
be of receiving any pleafure from the moſt melo- 
dious muſic. Mankind in this ſtate are repre. 
fented in Scripture, with awful propriety, as 
dead in trefpaſſes and fins, alienated from the life of 
Gop; enemies 10 him, by their wicked works. The 
language of their hearts to the Almighty is—de- 
part from us, we deſire not the knowledge of thy ways. 
They avoid the very places where he has pro- 
miſed his gractous preſence ; or if they attend 
there, pay no regard to it, nor even wiſh fin- 

_ cerely to know any thing of it. Hence it is evi- 
dent, that before any ſuch ' degenerate creatures 
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can really eſteem this preſence as the fulnefs of 
their joy, they muſt be greatly changed. Their 
minds muſt be enlightened, purified, quickened, 
ſpiritualized, and endued with very different 


apprehenſions , taſte, and feelings: - muſt be * 
brought to ſee and forſake their ſins; turn = ; 
Gop; believe and truſt in CuxIsr, as their Loxp 4 
AND SAVIOUR; and hve in obedience to his Goſ- f - 
ze], (that is, in the Apoſtle's language,) muſt N 
be created anew in Jesvs CHRIST unto good works, 
and live and wall, not after the flefh, but after the 
ſpirit. . Then, but not till then, they will be 
capable, indeed, af joining in this devout expreſ- = 
hon of the Plalmiſt—in thy preſence is fulneſs of q 
And as this change is of ſuch high and inter- 
elting importance, that bliſs ox woe unutterable 3 
muſt be our portion according as we have, or 4 
have not, indeed and in truth paſſed under it ; | 1 | 


we certainly ought to look very ſeriouſly inte 
the matter, and conſider what evidence we have 
of it.—If we have really experienced it, we ſhall 
be diſpoſed to acknowledge 1 it to be entirely ow- 
ing to the free grace and power of G6Þ, and give 


him the glory of it; all ſin, even the moſt ſecret, 
will 


will be our abhorrence, and an holy likeneſs to 
Cop our ſtudy and delight; the. favour of 
Gon eſteemed as our higheſt happineſs, and the 
| enjoyment of it ſought in a conſtant regard to 
all the duties of public and private devotion, and 
ſo as never to reſt ſatisfied in them without that | 
enjoyment ; but when he hides his face from us 
ſhall be troubled, and give ourſelves no reſt 
till he again cauſes it to ſhine upon us — 
ſhall alſo in this caſe carefully attend to the va- 
rious diſpenſations of the providence of Gop, 
and endeavour to learn his mind in them, im- 
prove them to his glory, and the advancement of 
our ſpiritual intereſt. In ſhort, in proportion 
to the perfection of this change, and the power 
of its grace, we ſhall find the malevolent affeRi- 
ons of our depraved nature ſubſide, and Evan- 
gelical benevolence, love to Gop, to ChRIST, to 
true Religion, and all mankind, prevail in us. 
There are, indeed, ſome very zealous pro- 
feſſors of religion, who miſerably deceive them- 
ſelves in this caſe; they talk much, and in high 
and even in rapturous ſtrains, about the enjoy- 
ment of Gop and his love, though at the ſame 
time they are known to live habitually in ſome 
of 


of the moſt ſcundalous'vices.' Fearful deluſion! 
ſuch as the true Chriſtian ſtartles at, and would 
not be found under for ten thouſand worlds; on 
the contrary, he finds by happy experience, that 
the enjoyment of ſuch an high and holy being as 
Gob, impreſſes the mind with a ſeriougggre of 
his Majeſty, and fear of offending him, and leads 
him to walk the more humbly before him. In a 
word, the higher he riſes in this divine enjoy- 
ment, the lower he will ſink in his own eftima- 
tion; the more rapturous his taſte of the divine 
love, the more vehement his | abhorrence of all 
ſin, and defire to pleaſe Gop. | 
3. We ſee here how invaluable a bleſſing the 
| Cofpel is; a word, indeed every way, in every 
view, worthy of all acceptation ; not only becauſe it 
holds forth to us ſo great and gracious a ſalvation 
in general; but particularly as it affords the 
Chriſtian believer conſolations ſo peculiarly ſui- 
table to his caſe, when afflicted by the loſs of 
thoſe near and dear to him in their removal to 
another world, by bringing life and immortality to 
light, and enabling him to conſider the departed 
ſpirits of his friends as rejoicing in the fulneſs 
of the divine preſence there. This is a confola- 
g ; tion 


1 ; 
tion the wiſeſt heathens could only: gueſs at. 
They had no certainty of a ſeparate ſtate of ex- 
iſtence, or that the ſoul ſurvived the body at 
death, though they ſometimes talked about it; 
2 cloud of afflicting darkneſs, which their philo- 
ſophy could not penetrate, hung over the ſtrange 
futurity, and what they ſaid of the happineſs of 
the good man there was very poor and trifling, 
and asfar below what we read of it in our Bibles 
as the earth is below the higheſt heaven. By the 
aid of this divine light, the believer in Cuxisx 
can penetrate into the world of bliſs, and ſee his 
departed bmw exulting in that fulneſs of joy 
which the ce of the great Gop and his Savi- 
our mult afford though he feels his loſs as a 
man, he bears it as a Chriſtian ! 

Let us, therefore, while we weep over the 
dreary tombs of our departed friends, lift up 
our eyes to the celeſtial world, where we may, by 
faith, ſee them triumphing over the powers of 
darkneſs, fin, and death ; and hear them ſinging 
the new fong of ſalvation, glory, and praiſe, to 
him that fitteth upon the throne, and the Lamb 
who redeemed them to that felicity oh his 


blood. 
To 
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- To theſe bliſsful regions we may follow our 
dear and lately deceaſed brother, as there en- 
tered into the joy of his Lord. 
Dr. SaMUEL STENNETT, was diſtinguiſhed a- 
f the Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters for his 


uſeful learning, cultivated taſte, extenſive know- 


ledge ; well acquainted with the Goſpel Salva- 


tion, not only in notion, but in real experience 
of its vital power ;—a ſpirit of genuine piety and 
virtue marked his character. He was deſcended 
from anceſtors celebrated for their literary ac- 
compliſhments, miniſterial abilities, and cordial 
devotion to the cauſe of CHRIST, and civil and re- 
ligious liberty; highly reſpected in the Churches, 
honoured and eſteemed by the ſober and judici- 
ous, amongſt thoſe in the higher ranks of life. — 
He was himſelf a dutiful and beloved ſon, a ten- 
der huſband, an affeQionate parent, and (which 
is not always the caſe with even good men) hap- 
py in truly pious and dutiful children; a ſteady 
and ſympathizing friend, a loyal ſubjeR, a faith- 
tul and laborious miniſter of the Goſpel ; juſtly 

beloved by his people, and thouſands beſides, 
who are now lamenting their loſs of him. His 
natural temper was ſweet, affable, courteous, 


benevolent 
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benevolent; his manner polite; and his profeſ. 
fon of Chriſtianity ſincere; his diſſent from the 
eſtabliſhed Church purely conſcientious, and 
maintained with truely Chriſtian candour, mo- 
deration, and charity.— His various publications | 
do honour both to his underſtanding and his 
heart ; have been, and will continue to be read, 
by ſuch as have any true taſte for pure and un- 
defiled religion. 

May the afflicted Church, „ lately his care, take 
the comfort the Goſpel of CHRIST affords them, 
under this, as well as other trials; be united in 
the choice of a ſucceſlor, and be directed by in- 
finite wiſdom in that important buſineſs. 

And may the diſtreſſed relatives of our excel- 
tent friend be led to apply the conſolations our 
Text affords to their caſes; and find by happy 
experience a preſent Gop, who has ſo often 
comforted them, in former trials, now ſhedding 
abroad his love in their hearts ſo as to enable 
them to rejoice in this ſo great tribulation.— He 
can, in the very boſom of the dar keſt and moſt 
afflicting providence, open new and unexpected 
ſources of comfort. His Goſpel throws a divine 
heart-chearing light 22 the otherwiſe impe- 
| netrable 
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netrable gloom, which will, if duly attended to, 
by degrees diſperſe it, and afford their diſtreſſed 
ſpirits'a reviving caſte of that FULNEss Or Jox, 
which is laid up for the mourning believer 1 in 
the heavenly world. 20 ; 
To conclude, we fee abe that much may be 
learnt from the providenoes of Gov; as well as 
from his word, for our ſpiritual improvement, 
and particularly from. the death of- the Miniſters 
of Curisr*, hk B92 
By theſe SER we who Tuſtaiws the ſa- 
_ ered character, amongſt the living, are loudly 
called upon to be the more diligent, and exert 
all our powers of nature and of grace to the ut- 
moſt, in the cauſe of Chalsr, and the ſalvation 
of ſinners. The harveſt is great, and when the 
number of the labourers in it is thus leſſened, they 
who remain have ſo much the more to do. Let 
us then not be weary and faint in our minds, but in 
an humble dependence on the divine aids, per- 


ſevere in our work; be inſtant in ſeaſon and out 


* 


* A very ſhort time before Dr. Stennett, died the Rev. Clark, M. A. 
a very reſpeRable pious miniſter of Cux 1s, at Exeter, Devon; and very 
ſoon after the Doctor, my much eſtemed friend the Rev. B. Beddome, B. D. 
an eminent, popular, evangelical, and very uſeful miniſter at Bourton on the 
Mater, Glouceſterſhire. All Proteſtant Diſſenters of the Baptiſt denomi- 
nation, whoſe labours will, for ſome time at leaſt, be much miſled. 
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of ſeaſon; remembring that our labour ſhall not be 
in vain in the Lord. And let all be attended with | 
our fervent prayers to the Lord of the harveſt, to 
raiſe up and ſend forth continually more labour. 
ers, able miniſters of the New Teſtament, who 
may abundantly REF: the Foes of thoſe who 
are. gone to their reſt. 

The deſtitute Churches are alſo particularly 
called on, to look ſeriouſly into their hearts and 
conduct, and ſee what occaſion they may have 
given for ſuch trials; humble themſelves under 

the chaſtening hand of their Gop; implore his 
grace to unite their hearts in brotherly love, and 
direct them to the choice of a Paſtor after his own 
heart, who may be the happy inſtrument of 
building them up in their holy faith, and the 
practice of evangelical piety and virtue, and en- 
creaſing the number of ſincere converts amongſt 
them. 

Other Churches, who yet enjoy the great bleſ- 
ſing of a Goſpel miniſtry, are called upon to re- 
new their thankſgivings to their Gop for it; 
eſteem thei eir miniſters highly in love for their 
works ſake ; encourage them in it by their bro- 


therly kindneſs towards them, their earneſt pray- 
e . ers 


ers for them; by their conſtant attendance upon 


. their miniſtrations, and ſerious endeavours to 
* improve by them, in real evangelical piety and 
©  _ holineſs. This will be, indeed, moſt animating _ 
tcdo their miniſters, moſt beneficial to themſelves, | 
. do much honour to their profeſſion, draw down 
> the divine bleſſing upon them, and bring them 3 
| to know a FULNESS OF Joy to which they mu 
3 otherwiſe be ſtrangers. | a 
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